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Gourmet on the Go pleases every palate

Have you gone gourmet yet? 
You still have time. 
There are two events left on the 

fall calendar of the Gourmet on the 
Go series, one of the Opera Guild’s 
most popular fundraisers.

Learn the fine art of wine selec-
tion with Sommelier Chris Hollo-
way at Rumbleseat Wine in August, 
and enjoy a traditional English tea 
at 10 Wilmington Place in Septem-
ber. 

This year’s Gourmet on the Go 
gatherings have ranged from cook-
ing lessons with superstar chef Anne 
Kearney, of the former Bar Dumaine 
restaurant, to a hearty meal of steak 
and shrimp at the historical Frederick 
Patterson home, now owned by Jerry 
and Martha Ann Reaper, in Oak-
wood. 

The variety of food, drink and 
ticket prices—which range from $25 
to $200—make the Gourmet series 
accessible to all Guild members and 
generate critical financial support for 
the Guild.

The next round of Gourmet on 
the Go events will be scheduled for 
October 2017 through May 2018. To 
make reservations, log onto  
operaguildofdayton.org or call  
Charlotte Brown at 937/884-7350.

Guild members enjoyed a lovely Gourmet on the Go evening at the home of Steve Wargo (left) and Steve Houser. 
Pictured with Steve, from left to right: Lee Monnin, former Recording Secretary Ellen McCloskey  

and Past President Betty Holton.

Jerry and Martha Ann Reaper opened their historical 
Oakwood home, once owned by Frederick Patterson, 

to a Gourmet on the Go dinner on July 1.

GOURMET ON THE GO

“Bello vino e amici”
 (beautiful wine with friends)
Tuesday, August 1, 2017 | 6–8 p.m.
Rumbleseat Wine
Mingle with friends as you sample fine 
Italian wines and nibbles and listen to opera 
selections.

“Tea at Wilmington Place”
September 23, 2017 | 2–4 p.m.
10 Wilmington Place
Enjoy a variety of special teas, delicate 
sandwiches, traditional British scones and 
exquisite pastries.

Fine dining events 
feed Guild’s funds
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OPERA GUILD OF DAYTON MISSION
The Opera Guild of Dayton encourages and promotes opera in the Greater Dayton area and supports 

Dayton Opera through fundraising, marketing and educational activities.

from the president

Nancy Farkas has lived Chicago, New York, Atlanta, 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, and in 1998 she moved to 
the Dayton area to begin a new career in real estate. She 
believed that the best way to meet people, make friends 
and develop business relationships in her new home was 
to become involved in the community. She found Dayton’s 
comfortable size and welcoming culture made getting in-
volved easy. Because of her life-long love of the arts, Nancy 
focused her involvement primarily on arts organizations. 
Her community work began in 1998 with Discover Clas-
sical WDPR 88.1 FM. She was invited to join the station’s 
board of trustees and during her nine-year term chaired sev-
eral fundraisers, including the 20th anniversary celebration. 
In 2015, she rejoined the board and executive committee as 
recording secretary.

Nancy joined the Opera Guild of Dayton in 2002, becom-
ing a member of the board of directors. She has served as 
vice president of fundraising and as recording secretary and 
has chaired several fundraisers for the Guild, including Hol-
iday Tables and Gourmet on the Go and has twice chaired 
the Opera Ball. In 2008, Nancy used her retail experience 
to develop the Opera Guild Boutique, which continues 
to delight shoppers at every opera performance and most 
Guild events. In 2014 Nancy accepted the position of Guild 
executive vice president and became president July 1, 2017.

In 2015, following the merger of the opera, ballet and 
philharmonic into the Dayton Performing Arts Alliance, 
Nancy joined the DPAA advisory board and has served on it 
since then, chairing its targeted revenue development com-
mittee. As she becomes Guild president, Nancy will serve 
as an ex officio member of the DPAA board of trustees.

Nancy is also on the Bach Society of Dayton’s board of 
directors. In 1998, she joined Normandy United Methodist 
Church and has served on numerous committees. She also 
is a member of the Dayton Area Board of Realtors Lead-
ership Team. She has chaired and participated on many 
committees within that organization and served as president 
in 2013. Nancy has also been a director for the Ohio Asso-
ciation of Realtors and chair of the National Association of 
Realtors Communications Committee.

Nancy believes that involvement in the community is 
personally and professionally rewarding, and she feels that 
the time invested in these organizations and their activities 
is definitely time well spent.

Meet your new president

Nancy Farkas

“Involvement 

in the  

community is 

both personally 

and profession-

ally rewarding.  

Time invested 

in these  

organizations 

and their 

activities is 

definitely time 

well spent.“
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The curtain is about to rise on an-
other season of Children’s Traveling 
Opera’s latest production, The Pirates 
of Penzance.  

“We have a superb group of vol-
unteers who help to take the CTO 
productions to schools all over the 
Dayton area,” says CTO committee 
member Cindy Hoffsis, noting that 
the performance schedule is nearly 
filled for the fall season, which runs 

from late September 
until Thanksgiving.

CTO Chair Linda 
Rountree says the 
group is searching 
for new professional 
singers to join this 
year’s performances. 

“We are working 
with several wonderful young ladies 
to see who might best fit,” she says. 
Rountree also reminds Guild mem-
bers that CTO is always happy to 
have new volunteers to spread their 
love of opera to the next generation of 
audience members.

Children’s Traveling Opera ready to launch new season
NEWS & HIGH NOTES

Students from Shaw Elementary in Beavercreek wrote thank you notes to the CTO for introducing them to opera.

From introductions of new Guild 
leaders to celebrations of those who’ve 
been outstanding supporters of  the 
Guild and Dayton Opera, activity and 
accolades packed the Opera Guild’s 
53rd annual meeting.

More than 50 Guild members and 
guests gathered at Dayton Country 
Club June 14 to have brunch and 
socialize and then get down to the 
business of recognizing the hard work 
of board members and other volun-
teers during the last year. 

After two vocal performances by 

High School Vocal Competition Chair 
and University of Dayton professor Dr. 
David Sievers, accompanied by Jeffrey 
Powell, outgoing Guild President Pen-
ny Wolff announced six new directors 
and 12 new and returning officers. (See 
list of officers on page 2; see new direc-
tors on page 7.) She also acknowledged 
the contributions of outgoing direc-
tors Peggy Conner, Martha DeBold, 
Connie Epley, Susan Herman, Tamra 
Francis and Tammy Schaff.

Kicking off the awards portion of 

Annual meeting shines light on Guild supporters, milestone

Outgoing Guild President Penny Wolff, left, handed 
over her leadership duties to the Guild's next 
president, Nancy Farkas, at the Guild’s 53rd annual 
meeting in June.

Linda Rountree

See MEETING  page 6
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Sunshine, gaily colored flowers, 
sweeping green lawns, stacked gran-
ite boulders, leafy trees, arched metal 
gateways and more surprises filled 
the magnificent gardens behind the 
stately home of Drs. Hyacinth and 
Malay Dey on Sunday, June 25. More 
than 80 guests at the Opera Guild’s 
annual Garden Party mingled around 
the azure swimming pool enjoying 
wine and other summer beverages, 
a sumptuous buffet supper and the 
beautiful surroundings.

This was the 25th year for cele-
brating summer together at some 
of the Dayton area’s most beauti-
ful gardens. For many, this is their 
favorite Guild event. It is always a 
time for relaxation and good con-
versation. This year A. Brown & 
Sons Nursery provided several door 
prizes to the delight of the lucky 
winners. Congratulation to Chair 
Kathy Brown and her committee on 
a great job.

In Review: Annual Garden Party

RED BOOK UPDATES: NEW MEMBERS, CHANGES & CORRECTIONS
New  
Members

Babs & Tom Bettcher
225 Haver Road
Dayton, OH  45419
Cell: 937/266-7070
bcbettcher@aol.com

Charlotte & John Brown
6520 N Montgomery  
County Line Road
Englewood, OH  45322
Home: 937/884-7350
Cell: 937/409-1192
siscb52@aol.com

Karen & Gary Crim
943 Manhattan Ave.
Dayton, OH  45406
Home: 937/278-5188
Cell: 937/901-5148
kocrim@gmail.com

Susan & Bryan Daly
4460 James Madison Trail
Dayton, OH  45440
Home: 937/306-8462
Cell: 937/581-0319
dalylink@earthlink.com

Betty Darst
Spouse: Jack
2423 Brown Bark Drive

Dayton, OH 45431
Home: 937/426-8114
Cell: 937/477-9807
jdarst@woh.rr.com

Joan & Dick DeLon
250 Tamarac Lane
Kettering, OH  45429
Home: 937/291-3132
Cell: 937/620-5548
djdelon@woh.rrr.com

Barbara Hudson-Banner
929 Sunset Drive
Englewood, OH  45322
Cell: 937/287-6056
bhudson@gmail.com

Judy McCormick
4469 Southern Blvd.
Dayton, OH  45429
Home: 937/298-0988
Cell: 937/620-2118
judydmccormick@gmail.com

Sarah Enterline  
& Joshua Roch
10 Carriage Hill Road
Northboro, MA 01532
Cell: 617/548-8764
seeroch@gmail.com

Changes &  
Corrections
Anna Bargmeyer
rbargmeyer@hotmail.com

Laura Fike
fikelaural@gmail.com

Barbara Haller
blhaller@twc.com

Helen & Tom Jones-Kelly
520 Misty Morning
Dayton, OH 45429

Penny Wolff
Cell: 937/545-3144

MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Above left: Dayton Opera Artistic Director Tom Bankston and his wife, Frances, check in to the party with 
Kathy Brown, seated; they are followed by Martha Ann and Jerry Reaper. Pictured next to Martha Ann is 
Carolyn Szoke. Bottom left, outgoing Guild President Penny Wolff presents a thank you gift to hosts Drs. 

Hyacinth and Malay Dey, left. At right are Kathy Brown and Patrick Crippen. Top right: Lynne Garner, left, and 
Lee Monnin enjoy the Deys’ gardens.

Next Red Book
publishes soon.
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I joined the Opera Guild in 2006 be-
cause Betty Holton incorporates all 
of her friends and neighbors into the 
Opera Guild. I think she asked me if 
I’d like to be on the board, and I felt I 
would enjoy the people in the Guild.

I volunteer for the Guild as a board 
member, and I am co-chair of mar-
keting. I have been co-chair of the 
BRAVO! Fashion Show in the past 
and I have done Light Bites, which 
created an opportunity for friendship 
and fellowship before an opera.

My favorite opera is Romeo and Juliet. 
My musical background is that I used to 

play the piano. My mother played the 
piano by ear; my brother also played 
the piano, and he was in dance bands; 
he also could compose music. They 

were all extremely agile on the piano. 
I live in Centerville, with my sec-

ond husband, Bob. I have two adult 
children—Dr. Christine Weller, head 
of the medical department for several 
nursing homes, and a son, Kevin, who 
is an engineer in Miamisburg. I have 
four grandchildren.

I am a native of a Chicago suburb 
called Brookfield. I’m a graduate of 
the University of Illinois and so was 
my late husband. We came to Dayton 
in 1965. 

In my free time, I also am a member 
of the Engineers Club of Dayton and 
have been since 1998. My first hus-
band had been a member of the club 
since 1965; my present husband has 
been a member since 1955. 

Since joining the club, I have been 
involved in many different facets, 
such as the constitutional review and 
reviving happy hours. Right now, 
I’m involved in raising funds for 
the “1918 Campaign” to bring the 
Engineers Club back to the glory of 
1918, but in 2018, so we can refurbish 
several elements of the club.

I have been president of the Lincoln 
Society of Dayton for five years. We 
brought a statue of Abraham Lincoln 
to Courthouse Square, because Lincoln 
spoke here in 1859 and his presence 
here made people realize that he would 
be an opportune person for the candi-

dacy for president. So we wanted to 
create a statue to commemorate the 
role of Ohio in the 1860 election.

My husband and I dance at Arthur 
Murray, and we are involved in inter-
national Arthur Murray competitions. 
We are going to international com-
petition again at the end of July, in 
Portugal. We also go to competitions 
in the United States.

I also make cement sculptures of 
people, from photographs or vid-
eotape. I make the clothing out of 
remnants of the person’s clothing or 
materials that resemble their clothing. 
I started that about 30-35 years ago; 
someone asked me if I could do it and 
didn’t know if I could. So I tried, and 
I could! 

People would be surprised to know 
that I taught French at Fairview 
High School and at Centerville High 
School; I still speak French. And I 
was a Realtor for 23 years.

I am most proud of my kids and grand-
kids—and then my Lincoln statue, 
having had a vision and having raised 
the money in three years and doing all 
of the things required to get a 501(c)3 
and discovering ways of getting funds 
and the permissions from the county 
and then installing the statue. I like 
knowing that people are going down-
town and seeing it and showing their 
children and grandchildren.

Diane Buchanan Johnson

VOLUNTEER & DONOR RECOGNITION

REMEMBRANCE FUND DONATIONS
The Remembrance Fund helps 

support the Guild’s High School and 
Tri-State College vocal competitions.

A gift to honor a birthday, an anni-
versary or a loved one or to promote 
an event helps the dreams of talented 
young people come true. To contrib-
ute, call Evie Lewis, 937/299-4825.

In memory of
Bill Lockwood
Paul & Dolores Anderson
Peggy Conner
James & Sue Falter
Sam & Judy Hudson
Jackie Lockwood
William & Carolyn (Toni) Winger

Del & Marilyn Shanon  
James & Sue Falter

In honor of
Opera Ball Volunteers
Ellen McCloskey

The Opera Ball Committee
Penny Wolff

Applause! Applause!
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the meeting, Barbara Bostick present-
ed Jenna and Kylie Furst from Furst 
Florist with the Guild’s Friend of the 
Year award. Furst has been a gener-
ous supporter of such Guild events 
as the BRAVO! Champagne Brunch 
& Fashion Show and the Opera Ball 
for years, providing deep discounts 
on centerpieces and accommodating 
last-minute changes.

Judy Hudson then revealed this 
year’s BRAVO! award winner, Lin-
da Rountree. (See story at right.) 
Rountree and her Children’s Travel-
ing Opera (CTO) crew went above 
and beyond to adapt The Pirates of 
Penzance for local elementary school 
students to perform, earning a Part-
ners in Excellence award and a $1,500 
grant from Opera Volunteers Interna-
tional.

As she reviewed the accomplish-
ments of the CTO and other Guild 
initiatives, Wolff announced that 
the Guild has donated more than $2 
million to the Dayton Opera since 

2000. This includes the $1,500 Wolff 
presented at the meeting to Dayton 
Opera Artistic Director Tom Bank-
ston.

 “I thank you. I thank you. I thank 
you,” Wolff said to Guild members 
for their support of the opera. “It’s 
been a wonderful, wonderful journey.” 
Wolff closed the meeting by handing 
the gavel and the president’s duties to 
incoming President Nancy Farkas. 

“It’s going to be impossible to fill 
Penny’s shoes,” Farkas said. “She has 
taken this position to a whole other 
level.” 

MEETING continued from page 3

 

This year’s BRAVO! Award winner is 
Linda Rountree, who must have been 
in exactly the right career because her 
retirement looks a lot like her former 
day job: teaching music to children.

As chair of the Guild’s Children’s 
Traveling Opera, Rountree spent 
months leading the creation of the 
CTO's production The Pirates of 
Penzance for local elementary students 
to perform. From rewriting the script 
and music to building sets to sewing 
costumes, Rountree and her committee 
worked countless hours to make sure 
the production was suited for young 
cast members. Once the artistic pieces 
were in place, Rountree worked with 
schools to coordinate production times 
and to pay professional singers to join 
the children during performances.

Rountree’s passion for this recent 
CTO production has earned her the 
prestigious BRAVO! award, presented 
for outstanding service and devotion 
to the Guild over a significant period 
of time. 

“Linda is such a busy lady and always 
makes time for the Opera Guild, and 
she spreads sunshine wherever she 
goes,” wrote her nominator, Judy Hud-
son. “Bravo, Linda Rountree.”

Judy Hudson, left, nominated Linda Rountree, right, 
for the BRAVO! Award for her leadership of  CTO.

BRAVO! to CTO’s 
Linda Rountree

University of Dayton’s Dr. David Seivers, who chairs 
the Guild’s High School Vocal competition, treated 
meeting guests to two beautiful solos. 

Jenna Furst, left, and Kylie Furst from Furst Florist 
accepted the Guild’s Friend of the Year award.

Outgoing Guild President Penny Wolff presented 
Dayton Opera Artistic Director Tom Bankston with a 
$1,500 Guild donation.
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I’ve been writing about opera for 
25 years. I’ve been loving opera for 
nearly triple that. 

Opera is always exciting. Dayton 
Opera has proven that again and 
again—plus these past three years 
have added a richness and excitement 
that I never anticipated. The incredi-
ble alliance of the Dayton Performing 
Arts Alliance (DPAA)—the merger 
of the opera, the philharmonic and the 
ballet—is a tower of excitement.

So many of my opera friends from 
other cities ask me, “How did you ac-
complish this?” I remind them that we 
had been trying to create this alliance 
for more than 30 years. Now, as we 
begin our fourth year as a member of 
the DPAA, opera is more exciting than 
ever, and Bankston magic has sur-
passed pulling rabbits out of hats. Tom 
has attracted a cadre of singers who 
have given us great opera and variety. 
The “standard reps” are above any 
standard. The new operatic experienc-
es are wonderful, and this season will 
create our own blockbusters. 

Verdi’s great Requiem has been a 
much performed concert piece. The 
Maestro himself envisioned it to be a 
grand opera in a new form. It began 
life as a musical tribute to the great 
poet Alessandro Manzoni. Verdi had 
proposed that several of the greatest 
composers each create a section of the 
Latin mass. It was not a success, but 
Verdi's section, “Libera me,” became 
the kernel for one of the greatest works 
in musical history.

This will be a dramatic realization, 
featuring Karen Russo Burke’s ballet. 

Dayton will provide what Verdi dared 
to dream. And we will hear the power 
and artistry of our arts alliance when 
Maestro Neal Gittleman conducts. The 
chorus and the orchestra will support 
a quartet of marvelous Dayton Opera 
veterans and favorites. Our Desde-
mona, Danielle Pastin; our Carmen, 
Audrey Babcock; our Radames and 
Canio, John Pickle; and our Escamil-
lo, Nathan Stark will pour out Verdi’s 
unforgettable music. Quite an alliance.

Another depature for the opera will 
be Menotti’s The Consul, a wrenching 
drama dealing with the suffering of an 
immigrant pitted against a heartless 
bureaucracy. To assure this to be a sen-
sation, Maestro Patrick Reynolds will 
conduct; opera genius Gary Briggle 
will direct; and the focal role, Mag-
da Sorel, will be sung by Kara Shay 
Thomson. Who can forget her versa-
tile Wagnerian power in The Glory of 
Wagner and her mesmerizing Tosca?

When next season turns to comedy, 
a fresh and brilliant Barber of Seville 
will feature past winners of the Guild’s 
Tri-State College Vocal Competition: 
Allyssa Martin and Carlos Enrique 
Santelli will have starring roles as 
Rosina and Count Almaviva. 

Bankston magic creates great operas 
and also creates great singers! Kara 
Shay Thomson will sing her first 
Turandot. This could be one of her 
signature roles in the future and it all 
started in Dayton. As her ardent lover 
who risks all for love, Calaf, sung by 
Jonathan Burton, returns. He failed to 
win her as Tosca and caught a bunch 
of bullets instead. This time, he wins 
the ice princess! Maestro Neal will 
conduct and Jonathan Pape returns to 
direct.

Now, relax and enjoy the languid 
summer. Save your fervor for the Day-
ton Opera season! 

BACKSTAGE 
WITH BURT

NEW OPERA GUILD DIRECTORS
Maria Castleman joined the Guild in 1974 
and served on its board in the 1970s and 
1990s. She is a former faculty member of 
the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts and a past 
board member for Dayton Ballet, Junior 
League, Church Women United and Aullwood 
Audubon Center. She just completed a third 
term on the Wright State University Founda-
tion Board.

Kathy Hedges serves on the Opera Guild’s 
BRAVO! committee. She is an executive assis-
tant with multiple management responsibil-
ities at Premier Health and has a bachelor’s 
degree from Wright State University.

Vicky Heuman studied voice in high school 
and college. She is a retired nurse and she 
enjoys reading, quilting and crafts. She and 
her husband, Bob, celebrated their 27th 
anniversary in June.

Patricia Langford-Finley is on the Guild’s 
fundraising committee and belongs to the 
Dayton Philharmonic Volunteer Association, 
Corinthian Baptist Church and the Beta Eta 
Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority. 
A retired teacher from Miami Valley Career 
Technology Center and Dayton Public Schools, 
she also founded Langford’s Gourmet Cookies.  

Carolyn Szoke is the retired executive 
director of the Preble County Mental Health 
and Recovery Board. She also has taught psy-
chology and grantsmanship at Wright State 
University, the University of Dayton and Edison 
State College. She and her husband have been 
loyal Dayton arts patrons for years.

Katherine Thornburg serves on the boards 
of the Dayton Metro Library Foundation, 
the Muse Machine and the Partnership for 
Philanthropic Planning of Greater Dayton. She 
is a past trustee of the Dayton Art Institute 
and served as secretary of the board and chair 
of the museum’s planned giving and devel-
opment committees. She and her husband, 
Hugh, live in Washington Township.

 



Working to win  
new friends for opera.

COMING EVENTS
Tuesday, August 1, 2017
6–8 p.m.
GOURMET ON THE GO: 
“Bello vino e amici”
Rumbleseat Wine
5853 Far Hills Ave.
Dayton, OH 45429

Friday, September 8, 2017
10:30–1:30
30th BRAVO! CHAMPAGNE 
BRUNCH & FASHION SHOW
Sinclair Community College 
Ponitz Center
444 West Third St.
Dayton, OH 45402

September 16, 8 p.m.
September 17, 3 p.m.
VERDI’S REQUIEM 
The Benjamin & Marian Schuster 
Performing Arts Center
1 West Second St.
Dayton, OH 45402 

September 23, 2017
2–4 p.m.
GOURMET ON THE GO: 
“Tea at Wilmington Place”
10 Wilmington Place
Dayton, OH 45420

October 20, 8 p.m.
October 22, 3 p.m.
THE CONSUL
The Benjamin & Marian Schuster 
Performing Arts Center
1 West Second St.
Dayton, OH 45402 

126 North Main St., Suite 210
Dayton, OH 45402'
937/224-3521, x1099
operaguildofdayton.org
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